RESTORATION OP HOME RULE      297

States nerved themselves for the final struggle. In
South Carolina and in some parishes of Louisiana
there was a considerable amount of violence, in
which the whites had the advantage, and much
fraud, which the Republicans, who controlled the
election machinery, turned to best account. It
has been said that out of the confusion which the
Republicans created they won the presidency.

The first election returns seemed to give Tilden
the victory with 184 undisputed electoral votes and
popular majorities of ninety and over six thousand
respectively in Florida and Louisiana; only 185
votes were needed for a choice. Hayes had 166
votes, not counting Oregon, in which one vote was
in dispute, and South Carolina, which for a time
was claimed by both parties. Had Louisiana and
Florida been Northern States, there would have
been no controversy, but the Republican general
headquarters knew that the Democratic majorities
in these States had to go through Republican re-
turning boards, which had never yet failed to throw
them out.

The interest of the nation now centered around
the action of the two returning boards. At the
suggestion of President Grant, prominent Repub-
licans went South to witness the count. Later